Sensation in the anal region and rectum after surgery for anorectal malformations.
Sensation of the anal region and rectum after surgery for anorectal malformations was investigated in 32 patients (17 with high type, 6 with intermediate type and 9 with low type anomaly), aged 5 to 16 years. All patients were examined as to whether or not they could appreciate sensations of touch, pain, heat and cold in the circumanal skin and in the anal canal. Rectal sensation and compliance were also examined by anorectal manometry. All patients had normal sensation in the circumanal skin, but less than half of them had normal sensation in the anal canal. Patients with normal bowel control showed a significantly higher incidence of touch sensation in the anal canal than those with fecal incontinence or constipation. It was suggested that a sensation defect of the anal canal is related to a disturbance of discrimination between flatus and feces. The results of rectal sensation and compliance showed that reduced elasticity of the neorectum and low rectal compliance were important factors of fecal incontinence after surgery for anorectal malformations.